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Re: Biological Opinion onYear 2000 Timber Sales by Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

Dear Mr. Renwald:

Enclosed is a biological opinion (Opinion) prepared by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The subject of this consultation is the
Year 2000 Timber Sales proposed by the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde (CTGR) in
cooperation with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), U.S. Department of Interior.  The NMFS
concludes in this opinion that the proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of
listed Upper Willamette steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) or result in the destruction or adverse
modification of designated critical habitat.  The Opinion includes an incidental take statement with non-
discretionary terms and conditions to minimize incidental take of listed species associated with the
proposed action.

The NMFS commends the Natural Resources staff of the CTGR Confederated Tribes for their
willingness to adjust already well-designed timber sales to minimize effects on aquatic resources,
preparing a thorough biological assessment in behalf of the BIA, and patiently cooperating on many
details of the consultation.

If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Lockwood of my staff in the Oregon State Branch Office
at (503) 231-2249.



Sincerely,

William Stelle, Jr.
Regional Administrator
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Nancy Lee and Gary Miller, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Attachment & color)

Attachment I Habitat Approach.  August 26, 1999.

Attachment II Implementation of “Matrix of Pathways and Indicators” for evaluating the
effects of human activities on anadromous salmonid habitat.  September 4,
1996.

Attachment III Matrix of Factors and Indicators for the Oregon Coast Range Province.  Interim
Version, revised July 20, 1998.


